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LETTER FROM  BA RRY
Wit h a loud cry, Jesus breat hed his last . The cur t ain 
of  t he t em ple was t orn in t wo f rom  t op t o bot t om . 
And when t he cent ur ion who st ood t here in f ront  of  
Jesus, saw  how he died, he said, ?Surely t h is m an was 
t he Son of  God.?

As I?ve spoken to many of you over the past weeks 
there?s a litt le phrase that I?ve heard often, ?I?m just fed 
up.? It?s a sentiment I think we?ve all shared through the 
long months of January and February at the end of a 
long and difficult year.

However deep the darkness of the past year, the 
approach of Easter reminds us that God has never been distant but, that in his Son 
Jesus, he has revealed his true nature by suffering with us and for us on that darkest 
day in history which we call Good Friday. When we ask the question, where is God in 
this, we need look no further than the cross and see him purposefully choosing to be 
there in that place of suffering for us.

This past year has been a one of darkness, grief and loss experienced by so many. But 
I?m pleased to be able to pass on to you some news that will I think offer you a litt le bit 
of hope.

In line with the most recent advice from the Stormont Executive and PCI our Kirk 
Session have decided to resume our services in church, in time for Easter Sunday. 
Easter Sunday, the day of the resurrection of Jesus our Saviour, the most significant day 
in our Christian calendar. Easter Sunday was so significant for the first Christians, that 
they eventually set Sunday as their new day to meet together in worship of the Risen 
Lord. A day when death was conquered and eternal life offered in Christ to all. A day of 
new beginnings and of glorious hope.

I hope you?ll be able to join us in coming weeks as we worship back in church again. As 
was the case back last September, I want to emphasise again that it may not be the 
time yet for everyone to come back to gathered worship and no one will be judged for 
choosing instead to continue to worship from home. Pre-recorded audio podcasts of 
the service will continue to be provided each Sunday through the links sent by email 
and by our dial-up service (028 94331906). We?ll also endeavour to provide a video of 
the service in church which will appear on our website on the same Sunday afternoon.

You?ll also soon find on our church website a video meditation to guide us through Holy 
Week. This has been prepared by the ministers in the South Belfast Presbytery and the 
format allows you to play it one section at a time over the five days to Good Friday.

May I wish you all a very happy Easter full of the hope of the resurrection.
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M ESSA GE FROM  PCI
The Presbyterian Church in Ireland (PCI) encourages all of its members to actively 
consider receiving vaccination against Covid-19 when it is offered to them. While 
recognising that this is ultimately a matter of personal judgment, PCI neither 
discourages its members from taking up the vaccine offer nor is it supportive of those 
who seek to discourage the take-up of the vaccine.
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TELL ME A LITTLE ABOUT YOURSELF.
Home was a townland called Goshaden, 
approximately 5 miles outside Derry near 
the infamous ?Burntollet Bridge?. My father, 
Willie, was a General Merchant and Sub Post 
Master. He had a rich baritone voice and 
was choirmaster at Cumber Presbyterian 
Church. My mother, Annie, was a Primary 
School teacher and church organist. I am the 
youngest of 4 siblings and mum taught us all 
at Killymallaght Primary School. I started 
Foyle College in 1952. Unfortunately my 
mum died during my first year and left a 
great void. Life around the shop and 30 
acres of land which bordered the river 
Faughan, was very enjoyable, especially with 
my dog, a Collie called Randy (named after 

the boxer Randolf Turpin). After Foyle in 1960 I moved to Belfast to work in the Foreign 
Department of the Belfast Banking Co. Ltd. I stayed in the Presbyterian Hostel in Howard 
Street where I established many friendships and attended Fitzroy Presbyterian Church. I 
joined North of Ireland Rugby Club (and played scrumhalf to the great Mike Gibson), played 
tennis at the Belfast Boat Club and also joined the Belfast Philharmonic Society in 1972 where 
I was a member for 28 years. Life was busy. Bea and I were married in Ulsterville Pres. Church 
in 1966. Karen was born in 1969 and Linda in 1971.

WHAT ABOUT YOUR JOURNEY IN FAITH.
I know that God has always been with me and that was established in my young days when 
we attended Cumber Presbyterian Church every Sunday as a family. I studied the Shorter 
Catechism and Bible in Sunday School and sang in the church choir where my Uncle Albert 
(Allen) taught me many of the tenor parts. I was happy in the choir, singing praises to God and 
found solace there. The Rev. A G M Drummond was influential in establishing my faith and 
belief in God. In 1972 the family joined McCracken where I became a member of the choir and 
later was appointed a member of the Church Committee. I was subsequently ordained as an 
Elder and, as such, encouraged to concentrate much more on the Christian ethos. Ministers 
can have a great influence and I have been lucky with mine but I would like to mention the 
Rev. Fiona Forbes whose ministry really strengthened my faith as a Christian.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE HYMN?
Psalm 100 (2nd version, tune: Glasgow) ?O all ye lands, unto the Lord, make ye a joyful noise? 
(A fond memory of my Cumber days). Hymn: Be still my soul (Finlandia) ? a comforting 
message: ?your God will undertake to guide the future as he has the past?. Hymn: How Great 
Thou Art - extolling God?s work. ?O Lord my God when I in awesome wonder, consider all the 
works Thy hand hath made?

ANY FAVOURITE BIBLE PASSAGE??
Acts Chapter 9: v 1?19. Saul?s conversion on the road to Damascus. It shows the power of the 
Lord.

TELL ME SOMETHING THE CONGREGATION DIDN?T KNOW ABOUT YOU. ANY SECRETS OR 
GUILTY PLEASURES?
Apparently none ? according to my wife I?m just perfect!!!!! 

M EET A N ELDER

6 ELDER WINSTON IRWIN
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DID YOU K NOW?
A n update f rom Stephen and A ngel ina Cow an, PCI 
M ission Work ers based in Tuum, K enya
For a number of years money from the McCracken Outreach Account has helped pay 
towards the cost of providing Secondary level schooling for a number of girls in Seren.
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CHRISTIA N A ID WEEK

Droughts are now more frequent and more intense due to the climate crisis. Rose and 
her family, and millions of people in Kenya, are struggling to get enough food and 
water.

Your gift could help a community build an earth dam, so when the rains do come, they 
will have the water they need to live. People like Rose need every last drop to survive 
the drought.

Your gifts could help communities build better earth dams to harvest more water; sow 
drought-tolerant crops that grow even with the fewest of drops; or set up an advocacy 
group to demand change at the highest level and put a stop to this climate crisis.

Toget her  we STOP t his cl im at e cr isis.

Every envelope. Every gift. Every challenge can change lives.

Rose's St ory
Rose is caught in a cycle of climate 
chaos. From severe drought to flooding, 
extreme weather robs her of what she 
needs to survive: a reliable source of 
water.

When she was a child, Rose remembers 
how often the rains would fall, giving 
fruit to the baobab trees and providing 
plenty of nutritious food to eat.
?When I was a young girl, there was 
plenty of food,? Rose says. 

Now, the rains are totally unreliable. The 
climate crisis has galvanised extreme 
weather and Rose?s community are 
feeling the brunt of it. For months at a 
time, Rose and her family lives with 
drought.
Rose strives to provide for her 
grandchildren who live with her. 
She does all she can to give them happy 
childhoods, like the times she 
remembers when there was plenty of 
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food. But the climate crisis is driving her 
to the brink.

In times of drought, Rose sets out on a 
long and dangerous journey every 
morning to collect water for her family. 
She walks on an empty stomach.

?Because I am old, I can?t walk very fast. 
When I get home I just rest in the 
evening. I have no energy to do anything 
else,? Rose says.

Even when the rains do come, relief for 
Rose is often short lived.

There is a nearby earth dam just minutes 
away from Rose?s home. It should be a 
lifeline. But it?s not wide enough or deep 
enough for everyone?s needs. It runs out 
of water too quickly.

Imagine how dispirited Rose must feel 
watching the rain fall for days, only to 
find the dam empty just a short while 

later. 
What?s more, the rains are much heavier 
than they should be, putting Rose?s 
community at risk of flooding.

Rose is over 60 years old and simply 
won?t have the strength to fetch water 
from further afield for much longer. We 
need to fight this climate crisis together.

With a reliable source of water, people 
like Rose would be free from long, 
painful journeys. They would be able to 
grow fresh vegetables to eat. And they 
would be able to protect themselves 
from the dangers of coronavirus. With 
such dire need, every last drop of water 
that falls in Rose?s community is 
precious.

People l ike Rose need every last  drop 
t o survive t h is cl im at e cr isis. Your  gif t s 
w il l  help ensure t hey can.

" I  bel ieve God gives me strength and helps me persevere. 
I  pray that God w i l l  help people to help me."

Rose Rose K atanu Jonathan
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K IDS CORNER To get more copies follow us on 
www.mccrackenchurch.com/news
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